	Service:	Education & Children’s Services

	RISK ASSESSMENT
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	Process/Activity:	Rock Climbing & Abseiling 
	Location: See Site Specific Operating Procedures
	Date:  



	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place

	
	
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Instructor / supervisor competence
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	
	X
		Instructor has completed a site specific visit of the crag to be used and discussed session aims with TA
	Instructor has presented a log book which identifies them as competent for a rock climbing/abseiling session   
	The instructor has a relevant NGB qualification (RCI, MCI WMCI or ABMG)
	Instructor holds a current recognised first aid certificate.
 Instructor familiar with site specific conditions and protocols including contingency and emergency procedures. Instructor with be aware how to carry out rescues if required.
	The Instructor is aware of the Aberdeenshire Council document ‘Offsite Excursions Procedures’
 Evolve must be approved by OAE team before trip goes ahead ensuring all the above is adhered to. To include both participants and instructors information as per guidance.
	X
	
	

	Supervision
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	
	X
		Recommended instructor / participant ratio is 1:6, with signed off adult assistant. 
	This should be seen as a guide only as the instructor will have to take into account the age, competency of the group and complexity of the activity.
	X
	
	

	Pupil engagement in the climbing activity
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	
	X
	 Parental/Guardian consents in place
	Pupil medication needs identified from parental consent form
	Pupil medical needs/medication plan identified from parental consent
	Pupil specific ASN identified
	Pupils will receive a full formal safety briefing and a reminder of the safety briefing at the start of a session.
	Pupil emergency contacts in place from parental forms and carried on activity
	X
	
	

	Equipment
	All participants
	Major Injury
Minor Injury
	
	
	X
		All equipment is owned by the Aberdeenshire Council 
	All equipment conforms to the Council’s standards for maintenance and checking
	All equipment is checked for safety and signs of wear by the instructor prior to use
	The instructor ensures that all equipment is correctly fitted and students understand the use of the equipment
	Swapping or sharing of items of equipment must only happen with instructor approval
	Helmets and harnesses are worn by all participants throughout session
	Screwgate karabiners are used for all main attachments and anchor points
	First aid equipment is available
	X
	
	

	Building anchors and rigging climbing and abseil ropes
	All participants
	Major Injury
Minor Injury
	
	
	X
		Instructor to rig/derig anchors, ropes and abseil point before and after group reach and depart crag. 

	X
	
	

	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place

	
	
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Crag Choice – Single Pitch, Non Tidal, Minimal Objective Danger, Ease of Access 
	All participants
	Major Injury
Minor Injury
	
	
	X
		Pre-activity check of weather forecast and awareness 
	Student level of experience appropriate
	Dynamically risk assess throughout session
	X
	
	

	Falls from height
	Pupils
	Major Injury
	
	
	X
		Use of belay device is thoroughly taught
	Close supervision at all times
	Appropriate belay devices are used in relation to age and diameter of rope and participant competency
	Belayers are backed up by a second person (tailing)
	Lowers are slow, controlled and clearly communicated.
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pre Check of site and equipment before each session
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	X
	
		Pre-activity checks of crag and access route(s)
	Area around crag is safe from loose rock, obstructions etc 
	Instructor checks all ropes and anchors before use

	X
	
	

	Unroped climbing (Traversing/Bouldering)
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	
	X
		Clear information given to participants regarding the differences between roped and unroped climbing. Traversing/Bouldering will only be participated in at the discretion of the instructor.
 Only when under instruction by a competent instructor may a participant step on to the crag and start to climb.  

	X
	
	

	Maintenance – ropes, harnesses, karabiners, hardware
	All participants
	Major Injury
	
	X
	
		TA inspects equipment biannually. 
	Competent person inspects the equipment before each use.
	Any faulty equipment taken out of service, marked as such and TA notified for further inspection. Only Inspected equipment to be used during the session.
	X
	
	

	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place

	
	
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Inappropriate clothing and jewellery
	Pupils
	Minor Injury
	
	X
	
		All jewellery is removed (No loose or sharp items in pockets, mobile phones, keys etc)
	Long hair is tied back
	Advise on correct clothing – relative to overhead weather conditions forecast
	X
	
	

	Inappropriate behaviour during activity

	All participants
	Minor Injury
	
	X
	
		Close supervision, knowledge and awareness of group members.
	Clear safety code conveyed to all participants as per initial briefing.
 Professional judgement
	X
	
	

	Insurance and accident reporting
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place

	
	
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Record of incidents and near misses
	
	Litigation
	X
	
	
	 Any near misses or incidents must be reported immediately to the centre Community Learning Office, Head of Establishment and OAE Team. Recording of incidents or near misses must be made via Aberdeenshire Council Health and Safety system, as per council policy.
	X
	
	

	Insurance


	Staff and Pupils
	Litigation
	X
	
	
	 As this activity is an Aberdeenshire activity it is covered by Aberdeenshire’s third-party insurance. This is always the case when delivered by Aberdeenshire Council staff and volunteers to Aberdeenshire Council pupils.
	X
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Continue on separate sheet if required.
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